
Restoring Integrity in Manatee County Governance 

Manatee County's governance is critically undermined by a lack of transparency, 
accountability, and integrity. The influence of developer money and nepotism has led to 
decisions that do not align with the broader community's needs. This calls for a systemic 
overhaul to ensure leadership acts in the public interest. 

Challenges and Actions: 

1. Influence of Development Money: 

 Action: Implement strict campaign finance regulations with full disclosure requirements 
and establish an independent ethics committee to ensure compliance. 

Benefit: Increases transparency and rebuilds trust, ensuring officials serve the public, not 
special interests. 

2. Nepotism and Cronyism: 

  Action: Introduce a citizen review board to audit decisions and review policy impacts, 
ensuring decisions benefit the community. 

  Benefit: Promotes accountability and direct community involvement in governance. 

3. Lack of Ethical Leadership: 

Action: Develop a comprehensive code of ethics for county officials, enforceable by clear 
consequences for violations, complemented by regular ethical leadership training. 

Benefit: Encourages a higher standard of conduct, ensuring decisions are made with 
integrity. 

4. Empower Voters: 

 Action: Launch educational campaigns to inform voters about the importance of integrity 
in governance and the impact of their electoral choices. 

Benefit: Empowers voters to make informed choices that align with community interests.  

By enhancing financial transparency, fostering accountability, and cultivating a culture of 
integrity, we can restore trust in Manatee County’s governance. Voters have a crucial role in 
supporting candidates who represent these values, ensuring the county champions a 
governance model that benefits all. This approach goes beyond compliance, aiming for 
excellence in leadership that truly serves the community. 


